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Manavta Mandir. Central Issue: On August 24, 1974, Kirpal Singh, a renowned guru of surat shabd yoga ( union
of the soul/consciousness with the sacred sound ) and founder of Ruhani Satsang, died at the age of eighty. His
death caused an intense succession dispute amongst his thousands of followers that has yet to be mended.
Eventually a number of factions developed, each following a different successor. Although most of Kirpal Singh
s followers rallied around Darshan Singh, Kirpal s son, others paid allegiance to either Thakar Singh of Delhi or
Ajaib Singh of Rajasthan. The interesting sociological question that confronts us here is how each successor to
Kirpal Singh legitimized his role. That is, what type of ideological strategy did these would-be gurus develop in
order to solidify their constituencies? Further, what were the social and historical factors that influenced or
constrained their gaddi nasheen rhetoric? To properly address and answer these questions necessitates a fairly
comprehensive overview of the social context in which these surat shabd yoga gurus live and teach. Thus, this
study begins with a historical overview of Sant mat and Radhasoami in general. And secondly, | have focused
on the specific parampara (guru lineage) that preceded Kirpal Singh and his successors....
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