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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The System of Financial Administration of Great
Britain: A Report Ten years ago a definite plan was formulated for the preparation of a series of scientific
handbooks through which exact information might be made available to citizens and public officers alike,
about the methods and practices developed by various governmental agencies in the conduct of public
business. In the spring of 1913, this plan was laid before the trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation. In response
to inquiry as to what studies would be taken up first if funds were provided, the following were suggested as of
commanding importance: (1)Methods of budget-making and financial control; (2) standards and practices
evolved for improvement of the civil service; (3) provisions for pensions and retirement allowances; and (4)
methods of public accounting. An appropriation was made for the purpose of prosecuting these studies and
placed in the hands of a special committee composed of Messrs. Jerome D. Greene, Charles D. Norton, Charles
P. Neill, William F. Willoughby and Raymond B. Fosdick. Under these auspices three men of nation-wide
reputation were selected by the director in charge, each holding a chair of government in a different university
and two of whom had had considerable experience in governmental administration, to make an initial visit as
an unofficial commission to England, France and Germany for the purpose of collecting materials. This was to
be done by establishing contact with officers of foreign Governments actively engaged on budget-making and
civil service matters, and with foreign students familiar with these subjects. The method used for collecting the
data was first to prepare an outline with a list of the related subjects concerning which concrete...
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