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Print on Demand *****.Congress has voted for the eighth time
to grant a temporary extension, on FY2002 terms, to TANF and
related programs of mandatory child care, state grants for
abstinence education, and transitional medicaid The newest

extension (H.R. 5149) was passed by both houses on September
DOWNLOAD e 30 and signed into law (P.L. 108-308) the same day. It runs

through March 31, 2005. Because of disputes over proposed
changes to TANF and the lack of pressure for action, Congress
has failed to pass a permanent reauthorization law since the
original five-year program ended on September 30, 2002. The
TANF block grant, under which caseloads have fallen 50, is
widely considered a success, and many governors contend that
pending bills would force them to curtail productive practices.
The House passed a comprehensive five-year bill (H.R. 4) in
February 2003 (and a similar one in 2002), but no bill has
reached a vote on Senate passage. Senate floor action on the
Finance Committee version of H.R. 4 stalled on April 1, 2004,
when Republicans failed to win a vote to limit debate....
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