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Concordia Publishing, 1999. Hard Cover. Book Condition: New. Dust Jacket Condition: New. Alberto Sangorski
(illustrator). First Thus. In 1889, Robert Louis Stevenson and his family moved to Vailima, their homestead in the
South Sea island of Samoa. The Scottish novelist and poet's health had been failing, and his doctors had hoped
that this change in climate might prove beneficial. Stevenson was a great believer in the power of prayer and
composed many of his own. He held evening prayer services at his home, attended by his family members and
his Samoan servants, since the Samoans themselves also believed in closing the day with prayers and hymns.
Stevenson lived another four years, and died in 1894, at the age of 44. He had been much loved by the
Samoans, who had nicknamed him "Tusitala" or "Teller of Tales." For his funeral, 60 Samoans bore his body to
its final resting place on top of Mount Vaea, overlooking the Apia harbor. It had been Stevenson's own desire to
be buried in this new land among people he loved. In 1910, Stevenson's widow, the American-born Fanny
Osbourne, had her husband's beautiful prayers published in an ornately bound and printed book, of which this
is a hardcover reproduction with dust jacket (First Edition Thus, First Printing). The book includes an
Introduction by Mrs. Stevenson, in which she describes the prayer services and their importance to her husband
and to the Samoans themselves. And, of course, there are the prayers. These include a prayer for success and
for grace. There is a morning and two evening prayers. There are two prayers in time of rain. There is a prayer
before a temporary separation. There is a prayer for friends and a prayer for the family. There is a special
prayer for Sunday. There s a...
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