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West Congress and Honore Streets, Chicago, lll., Tuesday, February 12, 1907, at 8 P. M Mr. Chairman, Ladies and
Gentleman. It is only two years short of a century now, since Lincoln was born. It is almost forty-two years since
he died. In that time he lived the most conspicuous and the most useful life, barring, perhaps, the Father of his
Country, of any secular American. If | tried, | could only elaborate upon the beautiful sketch of him given this
evening in Markhams poem, The Man of the People; the man who born out of the red earth; who mixed with
that earth the laughter as well as the pathos of humanity: and who lived under a commission from the
Almighty, that this country might at its critical period meet fully and justly its responsibilities. He was born in
Kentuck - in the little hill country in Kentucky - and he lived there until he had almost grown into young
manhood. It was a wise providence that he was born among a slave-holding people. Then, as now, men were so
constituted that they could not see the justice of the other mans point of view. The north particularly - the New
England north - could not understand how there could be any humanity in the slaveholder, or how the slave
himself could be anything else than a brutalized, unfortunate human being. On the other hand, the slave-
holder of the south looked upon the northern New Englander and northern abolitionist as an...
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