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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from William Branch Giles: A Study in the Politics of
Virginia and the Nation From 1790 to 1830 A life of William Branch Giles has long been a desideratum. His active
labors in the formation of the Democratic-Republican Party, his long service in legislative bodies - the General
Assembly of Virginia and the House of Representatives and Senate of the United States; - and his leadership in
each of these bodies; his dramatic career as Governor; his spectacular appearance in newspaper and pamphlet
literature as well as his reputation for marvellous forensic abilities; indeed the variety of his animosities and the
conspicuousness of his many enemies - these things and others point him out as a figure worth studying. He
was a friend of Jefferson and an enemy of Hamilton. He became a foe of Gallatin and Monroe. He finally
espoused the cause of Andrew Jackson and developed into the bitterest of the enemies of John Quincy Adams.
Like all men he went through cycles of political opinions. In the days of Jefferson he shared the idealism and
enthusiasm of small farmers and artisans, of the Baptists, Presbyterians, and Methodists who crowded one
another in trying to touch the hem of free-thinking Jefferson s garment; he fought against the National Bank,
protective tariff and the American Navy; he struggled against usurpations of power by the General
Government. He came, however, to write drastic laws based on a broad construction of the Constitution and
deplored lack of energy on the part of the Federal Government; he even cooperated in Federalist attacks on
Republican administrators. He ended his career with the same ardor for State Rights and strict...
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